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Professor Pfleiderer is a philosopher and. if he professed to speak
about Indian. Philosophy in his lectures, he should have considered
that, however faulty that philosophy might appear to him from the
European point of view, it could not be guilty of such an absurdity as
to wipe away the thinker who thinks and with him the supreme
principle to which his very existence is due. If the learned Professor
had turned to any of the pages in Thibaut's translation1 of the
Veddnta Sutras, he would, have seen his mistake.
What would Prof. Pfleiderer say, for instance, to the following
passage in Principal J. Caird/s Philosophy:—
" It is just in this renunciation of the self that I truly gain myself
or realise the highest possibilities of my nature. . . . Whilst
in one sense we give up self to live the universal and absolute life of
reason, yet that to which we thus surrender ourselves is, in reality, our
truer self. . . . When we attain the ideal perfection of our nature,
the self., that is foreign to it, is foreign to us too ; it becomes lost and ab-
sorbed in that deeper and higher self with which our whole life and being
is identified."2
Is the individual self in the above passage a fiction ? If not, is tlie
absorption there spoken of an annihilation of that self ? If the above
writer's brother, Dr. Edward Gaird, were asked, these questions, he
would at once return an emphatic negative. 3
Curiously enough, Professor Pfleiderer himself correctly interprets
similar sentiments, found in the writings of Eckhart and Fichte,
and does not deduce from them the absurd conclusions with. which.
lie accredits the Veddnta. This is what lie says of Eckhart4:— " But
although Eckhart frequently describes this mystical union with God
as an absorption of the soul in God., as a total losing of one's self, as
1 See e.g., S. B. E. Vol. 34, pp. 130, iSelf, which, is one mass of knowledge,
135, 251, 2S1; Vol. 38, pp. 46, 47, 65, 66, cannot possibly perish; but by niocma
149, &c.                                 of true knowledge there is effected ifcs
See this charge refuted supra,           dissociation from the Mdtrds, i.e., the
The p«zrisago in S.  B.  E.  Vol. elements and the sense organs which.
34, p. :!81. is worth quoting here :— are the product of nescience."
" Scripture itself explains that what    . j ^,^ ^^n. (Phil. ReL' Tho
is   meant is   not the annihilation ^ , ^             ^ author's.
of the Self ....  ( verily, beloved,               I    &
that Self is imperishable, and of an    a E. Caird's'Evolution of Theology m
indestructible nature, but there takes the Greek Philosophers.'
place non-connexion with the Mdtrds.'    ^ Pfleiderer, 'Phil. KeL/ Vol. I, pp.
That means the eternally unchanging   4.5. gee also ibid. p. 291, as to Pichte.

